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MIRAMAR
COMMISSION ELECTION

MELT THE CANDIDATES
QUESTIONNAIRE
COMPILATION



MIRAMAR = PEMBROKE PINES

REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

As the heartbeat of the local business community, the Miramar Pembroke
Pines Regional Chamber of Commerce, alongside its Government and
Legislative Affairs Committee, presents this Candidates Questionnaire
compilation, to share the perspectives of all candidates vying for open
positions in the current election in the City of Pembroke Pines.

At the core of our mission as a chamber of commerce lies a commitment
to fostering an environment where businesses can thrive and economic
vitality can flourish. In the spirit of informed decision-making, we believe
it imperative for our members and community stakeholders to have access
to the insights and ideas proposed by those seeking to shape the landscape
of our city. It is essential to underscore that the Chamber remains
steadfastly non-partisan, and refrains from making any candidate
endorsements. Occasionally as issues arise, the Chamber may take a
position on policy only as it pertains to the business community as a
whole.

Our goal is to provide a platform for dialogue and informed civic
engagement. This compilation serves as a tool to ensure that the voices of
the business community are heard and considered in the democratic
process.

All candidates were provided the same questions and given the same
amount of time to submit their answers. The answers provided herein are
presented in their entirety. Edits, if any, were limited to spelling and
formatting. Candidates are listed in the same order as they are
presented on the city’s qualifying candidates report page.




Name: KERTCH CONZE
Office Sought: COMMISSIONER
SEAT 4

L “Kertch
Ly Conze

for Miramar Commissioner

Why are you running to be elected to this seat?
| have been a resident of the City of Miramar for the past 28 years. My 4
daughters were born and raised in Miramar. My law practice and my
employees are all located in Miramar. | can confidently state that | have a
vested interests in the city.

| am running for office because | am simply tired of complaining. I do not
appreciate the fact that we still, in essence, have two Miramar(s) (East
Miramar and West Miramar). | do not appreciate the treatment given by the
Commission to the issues that the residents of East Miramar have to face (i.e.,
flooding, improper lighting etc.).

Furthermore, | do not like the manner in which the Commission spends the
taxpayers' money. The number of parties that we are constantly having in the
city can be easily decreased. These funds should be put to other use (i.e.,
more afterschool programs for school children, more programs for the elderly
etc.).

The incinerator which was scheduled to be built less than one mile from the
City of Miramar was another great concern for me. In sum, these are some of
the issues that drove me to run for the vacant commission seat 4.
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Name: KERTCH CONZE Continued
Office Sought: COMMISSIONER
SEAT 4

What are the three most pressing issues that the City of
Pembroke Pines is facing right now?

1. The incinerator. This is an issue that will have negative impact on Miramar
home values. More importantly, it may have potential health hazards to the
health of Miramar residents.

2. Fiscal responsibility. The Commission needs to care more for the
taxpayers' dollars as if they were funds coming out the individual
commissioner's personal account(s).

3.]Job creation. We need to attract more high paying jobs for the residents of
the City of Miramar.

4. Assistance to small businesses. We need to assist the small businesses
more in the City of Miramar. While campaigning and walking the streets, |
have received numerous complaints from Miramar small businesses that
applied for grants, only to be sadly disappointed in the manner in which
grants were awarded. Many of the small businesses were not convinced that
the criteria used to award grants were truly fair.

What are your plans to support sustainable economic
development in Miramar?

We need to be quicker in the manner we process permits and conduct
inspections for new businesses that are coming into the city.

We need to establish a more transparent way to award grants. As such, no
one can complain about the process.

We need to be more fiscally responsible so we can cut taxes!
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Name: KERTCH CONZE Continued
Office Sought: COMMISSIONER
SEAT 4

What are your plans to support the success of small
businesses in particular in Miramar?
| plan to make myself available, and | plan to listen to the small business
owners in regard to how the city/commission can support them better.

What experience or qualifications do you have that make you
suited to serving the interests of the business community?

1. 1am a 28-year resident of the City of Miramar.

2.1 am a business owner for the past 20 years.

3.1 am a practicing attorney for the past 25 years. As such, | have a very good
grasp on the type of ordinance(s) to champion to benefit the city and its
residents.

4. | pay special attention to ideas given by my wife, who is also an attorney,
and my children, who are experts in Gen Z issues.

What plans, if any, do you have to make doing business in
Miramar easier or more successful?

We need to train our city staffs more in the manner in which they welcome
new businesses to the City of Miramar.

We also need to make our commissioners/mayor more accessible to business
owners when they have issues that they want to address with the commission.

What plans do you have, if any, to support the shortage of
workforce housing that affects businesses and education?

| plan to explore more the "Live Local Act of 2024". This is certainly a way to
reduce the housing crisis in Miramar and throughout the State of Florida.
Nevertheless, we need to be mindful and very careful as to how we allow this
Act to be implemented in the City of Miramar.

REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE



Name: LUIS PEDRAZA
Office Sought: COMMISSIONER

SEAT 2

LUIS Seat 2
PEDRAZ

for MIRAMAR COMMISSION

Why are you running to be elected to this office?

I'm running for office because I believe that Miramar, like any democratic city,
deserves true representation and diversity. For the past 15 years, I've seen
that's been lacking in our city. As a successful business owner and
entrepreneur, | know that my experience and decision-making skills can help
move the city forward in a way that benefits everyone, not just a small group

What are the three most pressing issues that the City of
Miramar is facing right now?

Lack of diversity
Lack of transparency and accountability
The need for visionary projects that will bring income and status to the city

What are your plans to support sustainable economic
development in Miramar?

—Support small businesses and future miramar residents entrepreneurs to
grow within our city

—-Investing in Green Infrastructure

— Job Training and Workforce Development

What are your plans to support the success of small
businesses in particular in Miramar?

—-simplify local regulations that may be creating unnecessary barriers for
small businesses.
—-Supporting Local Events and activities
—-Encouraging residents to do Local Spending within
\
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